Poorly differentiated oncocytic thyroid carcinoma--diagnostic implications and outcome.
Poorly differentiated thyroid carcinomas (PDTC) are an ongoing diagnostic challenge. Although the Turin consensus criteria for PDTC excluded consideration of oncocytic tumours, the World Health Organization (WHO) classification does recognise an oncocytic variant of conventional PDTC. The aims of this study were to establish whether the Turin criteria can be applied to oncocytic PDTC, and to determine if there are prognostic differences between conventional and oncocytic PDTC. We applied the Turin criteria to 129 thyroid carcinomas. We identified 18 oncocytic PDTC and 16 conventional PDTC. Kaplan-Meier analysis revealed a significantly worse outcome for oncocytic PDTC with regard to overall and tumour-specific survival but no difference for relapse-free survival, all of which were confirmed by multivariate analysis. There was no association of survival with gender, age or tumour stage. The Turin criteria can be applied to oncocytic PDTC and patients with this variant have a decreased survival using conventional radioiodine treatment compared to conventional PDTC and might therefore be candidates for novel treatment modalities.